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UK expands scientific collaboration with China 

 

Scientific and technical collaboration between the United Kingdom and China has 

expanded further with the signing of a new agreement covering sectors including 

energy, advanced engineering and life sciences. 

 

The Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) and the China Guanghua 

Science and Technology Foundation have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU), coinciding with the meeting in London of Prime Minister David Cameron and 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. Ministers have underscored the importance of the 

relationship and said both countries have the same goal of economic growth, with 

partnerships such as this helping to contribute to jobs and prosperity. 

 

The MOU confirms the two organisations desire to work together to promote the 

development and exploitation of science and technology. This initial five year 

agreement will see STFC and the China Guanghua Foundation work together across 

a wide range of sectors. 

 

The signing of the MOU follows the visit to China earlier this month by a delegation 

led by David Willetts, the Minister for Science and Innovation which included 

Professor Keith Mason, STFC Chief Executive. 

 

Professor Keith Mason said: “This agreement further enhances the Research 

Councils UK’s ever growing relationship with China. This MOU reinforces the 

commitment of both parties to developing a long term, mutually beneficial 

relationship. STFC looks forward to working with the Guanghua Foundation”. 

 

The agreement will see STFC contribute its expertise in research and innovation, 

and benefit in turn from Chinese R&D resources and access to the Chinese market. 

The MOU states that the parties will share information on facilities and campuses, 
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developing collaborative research and development programmes, encouraging 

entrepreneurship and commercialisation of technologies. 

 

Mr Zha, Vice Secretary-General of the China Guanghua Foundation said: “The 

agreement with STFC is an important first step for the Foundation in Europe. The 

Foundation is looking forward to developing wide-ranging collaboration with STFC, 

from scientific research through to the promotion of science and innovation”. 

 

The collaboration between STFC and the China Guanghua Foundation was initiated 

and facilitated by Tucker & Partners Ltd, a UK-based international business 

consultancy that represents the Foundation in Europe for all matters relating to 

technology transfer and technology commercialisation. 

 

Christopher Tucker, Chief Executive of Tucker & Partners, said: “Collaboration 

between STFC and the Foundation creates enormous potential for both parties. We 

look forward to assisting the Foundation in extending its collaboration to other UK 

organisations and to developing its relationships throughout Europe.” 

 

This latest collaboration is also a step in a new direction for RCUK, as previous 

collaborations have been primarily with scientific and academic organisations. 

 

Minister for Universities and Science David Willetts said: “Working with China, which 

is growing in global importance daily, is hugely important for the future of the UK 

economy. We have world leading science, innovation and research in the UK and 

our relationship with China is vital to help us achieve our shared goals - economic 

growth, job creation and prosperity and growing successful companies. 

 

“To secure two MOUs with China in the space of a month demonstrates the huge 

importance STFC places on maximising opportunities for collaboration and inward 

investment”. 

------ 
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Notes to editors 

This is the second MOU STFC has signed with China during June after an 
agreement was made with the Chinese Academy of Sciences on June 10th 2011. 
 
Tucker & Partners Ltd is the exclusive representative of the China Guanghua 
Science & Technology Foundation in Europe for all matters relating to technology 
transfer and technology commercialisation. 
 

Images 

A selection of images from the visit to China by Professor Keith Mason and the 
Minister for Universities and Science, David Willetts is available. Please contact the 
Press Office for more details. 
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Further Information 
 
China Guanghua Science & Technology Foundation 
 
China Guanghua Science & Technology Foundation  was formed in 1993 as a 
national not-for-profit organisation to promote excellence in science and technology 
in China, encourage innovation and facilitate the deployment of technology for the 
benefit of the Chinese people and to promote regional economic development. The 

http://www.stfc.ac.uk/35577.aspx
mailto:lucy.stone@stfc.ac.uk
mailto:tucker@tuckerandpartners.co.uk
mailto:bassnett@tuckerandpartners.com
mailto:
http://www.ghstf.org/
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Foundation is run under the auspices of the Communist Youth League of China and 
is ranked as a top ten foundation by the Ministry of Civil Affairs. 
 
 
Tucker & Partners Ltd 
 
Tucker & Partners is a UK-based international business consultancy with consultants 
in Europe, North America and China. Tucker & Partners advises companies, mostly 
in the technology sector, on strategy, finance, and international business 
development. Tucker & Partners represents the China Guanghua Science & 
Technology Foundation in Europe for all matters relating to technology transfer and 
technology commercialisation. 
 
 
RCUK 
 
Research Councils UK (RCUK) is the strategic partnership of the UK's seven 
Research Councils. We invest annually around £3 billion in research. Our focus is on 
excellence with impact. We nurture the highest quality research, as judged by 
international peer review providing the UK with a competitive advantage. Global 
research requires we sustain a diversity of funding approaches, fostering 
international collaborations, and providing access to the best facilities and 
infrastructure, and locating skilled researchers in stimulating environments. Our 
research achieves impact – the demonstrable contribution to society and the 
economy made by knowledge and skilled people. To deliver impact, researchers and 
businesses need to engage and collaborate with the public, business, government 
and charitable organisations. 
The seven UK Research Councils are: 

 Arts & Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 
 Biotechnology & Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) 
 Economic & Social Research Council (ESRC) 
 Engineering & Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 
 Medical Research Council (MRC) 
 Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 
 Science & Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 

 
 
BIS 
 
The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) is building a dynamic and 
competitive UK economy by: creating the conditions for business success; promoting 
innovation, enterprise and science; and giving everyone the skills and opportunities 
to succeed. To achieve this it will foster world-class universities and promote an 
open global economy. 
 

http://www.tuckerandpartners.co.uk/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/
http://www.bis.gov.uk/

